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, ook D WASHINGTON—The Centra
T A fIntengémce iA‘gency held a pril:
S AV HT-| .  vate 20th birthday party, buf:
e CPYRGHT "} - the word seeped through fron]-
T fts  massive, secluded -head]
< quarters across the Potomac afl
« * Langley, Va. . bt
. President Johnson sent a let: |/ ;e
o ter pralsing the CIA as “the =
. best dn the world” in the highly] - . .©
- competitive field of internation| -
. " al intelligence.
Vice President Humphrey ap.
" peared at thé ceremonies in the
.| - 499-seat CIA auditorium at|
| which CIA director Richard
", Helms gave awards to employes
-], . ™who have served the agency for}
‘| imore than 10 years. '
|+ Eight hundred and three per
-~ | [ sons who have been ‘with the '
1. i agency since its beginnings in] . L
$1947 were honored at the ceresd . .
mony yesterday. No .one would >
: s;iy how many employes are'on] , w
i GIA's payroll new, B S
‘| I Johnson's letter recalled that
£ 2] 'the nation had *“no broad-scale
2], | professional intelligence service
"worthy of the name’ before the
.CIA was formed. L
;*A Dedicated Core’ :
“+.“Since that time,” the letter
stontinued, “you have become. a’
dedicated and disciplined core
.of professionals, with cléarly-
‘defined responsibilities. s )
-l *“You give us Information on
| ;which decisions affecting’ the
course of history - are “made.
:Your product must b as ‘per-
“fect as is humanly possible . ...
.« “You. have: built on a- solid
Joundation in these past 20
-Yyears. America relies on your
constant -dedication to the truth
‘=—on your commitment to the
.Gemocratic ideal. I belleve our|-
~ T oos | trust s well placed.” :
R .+ |:. Humphrey commended - the ‘
it | agency for development of pro-| -
fessional competence in a vital,
and exacting field. .
_“You have been learning as|
you have bezn doing,” Humph-
- | rey said as he expressed appreci.
‘|ation on behalf of the President
and himself for “service beyond
the call of quty.” _
“We have gained' a- much!
broader” knowledge of the worldi | e
[pecause of you in this great! , o
gency and I. believe that the' : R
‘world is a better place for the: o e
:jpeople of this earth -because-
. .fhere has been, is, ‘and will con--
‘Hnue. to ve a.CIA” the Vice.
resident said. - R L e e, .
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